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REMARKS 



Claims 1-7 have been cancelled without prejudice. 

New claims 8-19 have been added to clarify the claimed invention. 

Support for the new claims can be found in the specification at page 5, lines 13- 
28, page 6, lines 8-12 and page 8, lines 9-15. 

The Examiner had objected to claims 6 and 7 as being indefinite. The new claims 
have addressed and overcome this objection. 

The Examiner had rejected claims 1-7 under 35 USC 102 (e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. 6,730,592 to Vaartstra. The applicant respectfully submits that this rejection has 
been made in error for at least the following two reasons: 

1. The essence of this invention is that the oxidant is incorporated into (made part 
of) the polishing pad which also has fixed abrasive particles. In contrast, the 
Vaartstra reference does not suggest that any oxidant be made part of the 
polishing pad. Instead the halide compositions are part of the slurry . See 
Vaartstra at column 3, lines 33-49 and the example. Vaartstra clearly uses a 
standard polishing pad that devoid of oxidants. See Vaartstra at column 8, lines 
63-67. Thus there is no suggestion in the reference to include oxidants into the 
construction of the polishing pad. 

2. Although Vaartstra reveals the use of halide compounds in the polishing slurry, 
there is no suggestion as to the use of organic nitro compounds, copper oxides, or 
copper salts as claimed. 

For the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully believed that the rejection has been 
overcome and should be withdrawn. 

It is believed that this application is in a condition for allowance and such action 
is earnestly sought. If the Examiner perceives of any reason why this application should 
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not be immediately allowed, he is requested to contact the undersigned for a telephonic 
interview prior to issuance of the next Office action. 

Respectfully Submitted 




iL.Cordani, Reg. No. 37,297 
r Carmody & Torrance LLP 
50 Leavenworth Street 
P.O. Box 1110 
Waterbury,CT 06721-1110 
Telephone: (203) 578-4271 
Facsimile: (203) 575-2600 
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